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Foreword

The second issue of PAC University Journal of Arts and Social Sciences is here
with us! I wish to thank all the authors who have contributed to the successful
publication of this second issue of the journal. Thank you for trusting the Editor
and the Editorial Board and also for submitting your articles on time. I believe
this issue of the journal will be of great impact in the world of research and
policy as the recommendations in the papers are meant to especially inform
policy formulation.

The journal comprises papers from various disciplines: Linguistics, Business,
Theology, Community Development and Communication. First is a paper by
John Bwire, “An Analysis of Worldview and Negative Ethnicity: Its Implications
on Kenyan Politics (Based on Richard Niebuhr’s Five Paradigms on Culture)”
It discusses ethnicity in the Kenyan setting noting that Kenya has over forty-
two ethnic communities with various cultural practices. These variant ethnic
groups ought to positively enrich each other rather than fuel animosity and
hatred in the country. The author concludes that cultural interpretations and
worldviews can affect the way people relate and participate in the society. Bad
politics and governance—corruption, nepotism, tribalism—emanate from and
are encouraged by the way a people interpret and view life, politics and culture.

Moses Gatambuki’s paper “Metaphoric Conceptualizations of Death in Gikayt:
A Language Spoken in Kenya” discusses the influence of gender in the use of
metaphors of death in Gikiyf, a language spoken in Kenya. The paper identifies
and categorizes the metaphors of death in Gikiy( using the paradigm of the
Conceptual Metaphor Theory. It concludes that the Cognitive Linguistics Model
provides tools for understanding, interpreting and accounting for metaphors of
death in Gikaya.

The paper by Charles Kamau, “Challenges of Social Protection Cash Transfer
Funds on Old Age: A case of Nakuru County, Kenya,” argues that the nation’s
economy is experiencing vast structural problems that hinder its development.
He concludes that despite these challenges, there is growing interest across the
county that safety nets (social cash transfers) have helped to raise the living
standards of the elderly who are vulnerable. The paper recommends that policy
makers should plan for the aged and ageing persons in the informal jobs, who
are not subject to a contributory pension and do not foresee any form of social
security in their old age.

Phyllis Mwangi and Margaret Amateshe’s paper, “Negotiating Speech Handicap
through African Languages,” describes the challenges that children with speech
handicap face. Her paper concludes that children with Down’s Syndrome and
Cerebral Palsy have speech problems that emanate from their handicap. However,
these children can be helped to develop speech through the introduction of
intervention strategies. It argues that African languages are better suited in the
development of speech in those living with speech handicaps.
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Martin Njoroge’s paper, “Rural-Urban Dichotomy and Linguistic Variability:
Evidence from English Language as Spoken by Teachers in Kenya,” gives
a detailed analysis and discussion of the interaction between rural-urban
dichotomy and the linguistic variables. It specifically analyzes the relationship
between the social variable and phonological and grammatical variation. The
paper observes that teachers from an urban background are likely to have more
exposure to the language through the print and electronic media thus they
display less variability in their spoken English. Factors such as differences in
patterns of language use, differences in access to technology and differences
in attitude and motivation have been put forward to account for linguistic
variability that relates to rural-urban dichotomy.

Rahab Nyaga’s paper, “Influence of Media Framing in Focusing Corporate
Philanthropy on Environmental Care in Kenya,” highlights the role of media in
sensitizing Kenyans about the need for environmental care, through framing
of messages on environmental issues. The focus of the paper is on how media
influences corporations to focus on environmental care through the messages
that they carry. The paper recommends that, in its planning, legislation
and budgeting, the government needs to demonstrate its commitment to
environmental education and stewardship.

Peter Mbede’s paper, “The Influence of Music in Theologizing in African
Churches,” discusses the influence of music in theologizing in African churches.
The paper advances the argument that there should be a critical examination
of the role of Music in the communication of Christian Theology. The paper
argues that if the theologian was to use music in propagating the message of
the gospel and his theology, the African church would be deeply rooted in
the things of God. Thus, the church should provide a framework in which the
authorship and practice of music can be based to ensure effective dissemination
of Christian theology in rhythmic melodious manner.

Last but not the least is James Mwangi’s paper “Pastoral Remuneration: A
Pastoral Injustice” It emphasizes that the Church as an institution has always
responded to human pain brought about by economic suffering. The paper
concludes that a structure of government that violates and oppresses a human
person, no matter how good, holy or righteous it may look, is unjust. From the
data gathered and analyzed, the study concludes that the majority of evangelical
pastors in Nairobi are inadequately remunerated.

It is my hope that as readers open the pages of this journal, they will not only
broaden their knowledge in scholarship but also that they will be motivated to
engage more in research so to influence policy and best practices for the good
of humanity. In this way, we will be able to do our bit in transforming society
through research and dissemination of research findings.

— Prof. Martin C. Njoroge
Editor-in-Chief




